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Raqfurrdq q-.firc 3nqhr

Univercify Gronls Commission

iql-+q n-frFa'i F{6rfl dTrd-q, qTri rr|4F i

(Minislry o{ Humon Resourre Developmenl, Govt. oflndio)

{6ET{r6 s-rr( qrf , r$ Rd-r r oooz
Eohodur Shoh Zolor Morg, lilew Delhi-l10002

Ph., 0l l -2323933i, 23236288,

fr. (:n.) wvrc c{. rr.et
{P{d

Prof. (Dr.) Jaspal S. Sandhu
BBS. MS (0rtho), DSM, FAIS, tAslt, FAISM, ttlMS,lAMs

Secretary

Bv Soeed Post

,Fox , 0l l-23238858, emoil , issondhu.ugr@nirin

August,2014D.O.No.F.6- 1/2006(SCT)

Dear Sir/Madam,

The Constitution oflndia ensures equality, freedom, justice and dignity to all individuals and
implicitiy mandates an inciusjve societi, fc.r r.ll rncluding the pericns ."vith Disabilities.
Accordingly, in the effort to ensure equal opportunities for Per.sons with Disabilities and their
participation in nation-building, the Govemment enacted "The Persons with Disabilities
(Equal opportunities, Protection ofRights and Full participation) Act, 1995". The provisions
relating to Education and Employment of pwDs are given in chapter v & vI of the Act.

2. Recently the Hon'ble Supreme court of India, in its judgement, dated 26.03.2014, in
wP (civil) No. 116 of 1998 - Justice Sunanda Bhandare Foundation V/s Union of India &
Anr, opined that even after lapse of I 8 years since its inception, the pwD Act. I 995 is still to
be implemented in its Ietter and spirit, and directed the centrar Governnent. state
Governments and Union Territories to implement the provisions of the Act positively by the
end of 2014. The Judgement is ava able on the website ofthe Supreme couri.

3. Section 46 ofthe PwD Act cast an obligation on the appropriate governments to, inter
alia, p'ovide cerlain lacilities and services in public uuitaing, ti p*or. Article 9
(Accessibility of the IIN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (LTNCRpD)
also says that PwDs should have access, on an equal basis with others, to the physicai
en1';ro[ilieni. io transporiili ioti, iu infornration arrd uoriliiturricaiion, inciu<iing inibnnation
and communication technologies and systems, etc.

4. In this connection, I would like to draw your attention to UGC letter
No. 6- l /2006(GPP-II) dared 30th september, 200g whereby all institutions of higher leaming
were asked to ensure barrier'fi'ee access to all the places and Braille books talting books &
sign language interpreters, etc. copy of.the letter is attached for your ready referlnce. This
was followed by another reminder on l7,h August, 2009.

5. You may please also note that in all the building grants pr.ovided by the UGC there
exists a provision of ramps, special toilets, etc.

3 0 i,i:t 3$?4

Contd..
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6. I, therefore, request you to ensure providing barrier-free environment in the
buildings, which would include provision of ramps, rails, lifts, adaptation of toilets for
wheelchair users, brail signages and auditory signals, tactile flooring etc. to pwDs, as
envisaged in the PwD Act, within three months.

7. I also request you that while ensuring implementation of the provisions of the
PwD Act in its letter and spirit, an implementation report may be submitted to uGC by
email at pwd.ugc@gmail.com latest by 51h of every month .

With regards,

Secretary Education
Govt. of Maharashtra, Mantralaya
Mumbai - 400032
Maharashtra

(Jaspal S.-Sandhu)
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UNIVERSITY GRANTS COMMISSION
BAHADUR SHAH ZAFAR MARG,

NEW DELH|-110 002 (lNDlA)
($Tlct PHONE : (01 1J 23239337,23236288

*qs FAX i (011) 23z3BB5B
E-mail : rkchauhan @ugc.ac.in

9*. &'. iC Gl-'L-
secretary

D.O.No.F.6- 1/2006 (CPP il)
': " 

;iir ,

"t A16 SePtember, 2008

Dear Sir/Madam,

with the notification of the Persons with Disabilities (Equal opportunities,

Protection of Rights and Full Parlicipation) Act, 1995, the Central Government has

recognised and legislated the rights of the Persons with Disabilities. The Act, apart frotn

3 percent reservation in employment in all Government and Governmeltt aided

institutions, provicles for education and promotion of research in the area ofprevention of
disability, rehabilitation in relation to Persons with Disabilities'

The National Policy for Persons with Disabilities announced in February, 2006,

attempts to clarify the frame to ensure a dignified life for persons with disabilities in
terms of providing equal opportunities, protection of their rights, and assuring full
parlicipation in the society in order to empower them.

These documeuts are available on the website of Ministry of Social Justice and

Enpowerment of Government of India.

The UGC, on its part, is committed to implement higher education related
guidelines and schemes as per the provisions of the PWD Act and the directions issued

by the Government of India flom time to tirne.

The group of Ministefs, Government of India, on Equal Opportunities to the
Differently-abled Persons in its rneeting held on 13' June, 2008, inter-alia made the
following recommendations pertaining to Education in. relation to Persons with
Disabilities:

o'All educational institutions slrould be made barier free t'ithin a reasonable
time-frame of, say, lwo years for universities, and three years for colleges and schools.
They should also hnve Jacilities to provide Eraille books and lalkitrg books. Sigtt
language interpreter sltould ako be provided in inslitrttions having ltearing impairad
sludents"

"Most Cenlral Universities and, at least one State University in enclt State
should lrcve d Departnxent of Distrbility Studies, wltich shottkl address all issues
relating to persons with disabilities - specially human rigltts, rehabilitution, education,
etc'" 

contdi.
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I write this to request you to kindly consider the- above recommendation of the

GOM which will go along Jay in fulfiliing the agenda of affirmative action of the

Government of India aimed at providing equJ opportunities to Persons with Disabilities

and ensuring their full participation.

":;hw.

To The State Education Secretary (All States/Union Tenitories)

To The Vice - Chancellors (All Universities)

Yours sincerely,
A t "-''\u4--""'-

(R.K. Chauhan)

Copy to L The Education Secretary, Govemment of india, M/I{RD, Deptt' (HE)'

Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi.
2. Director (HE), Government of India, IWHRD/HE' New Delhi'

3. The Deputy Director General, M/IIRD, Deptt' (HE)#ew Delhi,

@ef: F.l1-1/2008 (SC/Sr) dt. 28.08.2008) Q6-tS / {"4. All Regional Offices, UGC. \\-' /:
, ,-Iq-.5, JS (CUYJS (DUYJS (SUYJD O{RCBYJS (ROYJS (DCYJS (MRP)/JSVA-R\

i1d\o'*' I GI|vE),UGC,Newoelfi.-\.1,, .^-r,r*\fl
6tsFublication Officer, UGC, for Posfi-ng on the UGG-Webs'ite. Y

i\ , ,. 7"'PS to Cm/PS to Y.Cm/PS to Secretary, UGC, New Delhi.'*ft;(*Yt Guard File. \ni\\" ?," 6 alauoa
(V.K. Jaiswal.l

q
Under Secretary

fi+*-\v-
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3lni, suturauv, November 01, 2014 8:37 PM

To: presidentofindia@rb.nic.in; il;;t covernor; dsdb.rb-mh@nic.in; chief Minister office; Sudhii ' 9' '' 
:t: 

'

Jatai; Shahid Raza Burney; Vihar Durve; shailesh gandhi "'i:-'-i;-
tci dwaoneen S Kshatriyi; S.K. Sharma; Pstransport maharashtra@gmail'com; .-

tcmaharashtra@yahoo.com; Pune Divisional commissioner; Pune collector; suresh ladhav; MHlZ

MH12
Subject: Set up facilities for the disabled' HC tells university

The Honorabl€ Governor' Chief Minister and theMaharashtra govt should issue a

i-n 
"na 

Ji.""t Davisonal 6ommissioners, District collectors and zilla Parishad

iio,"i" """"re 
that the iomlay High bourt orders, speciallythat which is

mentioned in the last two para ot tttl O"to* report should be imPlemented
inr_.Jl"t"tv, it should also warn that those failing to abide by the GR and court

irlg;;"t'rtrict action would be taken against those not fo owing the orders.

Imyse|fdisabledhaveobservedhowdifficu|titisforthedisabledpeopleto-li-b 
"t"it", 

where there is no ramp and no tifts' not even toilets' I have

;;;;shiihi; to the notice of the pune co[ector, fecentty. The sub Divisonal

ottcE, xaveti has neither ramps' nor toilets for a-nyone in the office campus'
and the sDo snehal earge had faSled to inform of this disadvantage to the
notice of Collector and the Resident Deputy collector' because of her
n"gfig"n.., disabled suffer to climb wathout ramp and disabled as well as

females and mal€ have no access to toilets.

The worst is for the disabled who visit the Regional Transport office, in Pune

iiiv. rh.* are 25 stairs to climb high in the before the disabte reach the office.
lnd tne Regaonal Transport office hls no solution till this day as to how the
disabled will climb so high, specially disabled in both limbs'

TNN I Nov l, 2014,

MUMBAI: The Bombay high court has directed the savitribai Phule Pune university to

issue general instructionJ to all its colleges and other educational institutes, examination

centrei and departments concerned to providp a barrier-free environment for students

with disabilities on camPus.

A bench of chief lustice Mohit shah and lustice B P Colabawalla, who directed the

university on Thursday to ramp up its facilities for disabled students, also sought a

iompliance report by mid-Decem6er. It directed that colleges must have ram.ps for
whee|chairs,|ifts,washroomfacititiestoaccommodatewheelchairsamongother
amenities for students with disabilities. similarly, the chief commissioner fof per_sons

with disabilities in New Delhi and the commissioner for persons with disabilities for
Maharashtra in Pune will also issue general instructions to all educational authorities in

the country directing them to provide barrier-free environment to such students.

The compliance report regarding issuance of specific instructions to educational ll
institutions to provide these facilities by March 31, 2015, shall be submitted oy ' I

December L5, 2014.

The court was hearing a petition filed by a student of a Pune-based college and has

adjourned it to Dece;ber 22. The petition was to highlight the lack 9f 
rr.ignajy l"--tll!"t

foi people with disabilities, despite a high court order passed in September directing

tr&t'

r(,

Fll
'g5r.*

w^

universitv/articleshow/4500 1234.cms

Y:-i*frn,*fl6,
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colle(ies to provide the required facilities. The court was informed that sections 30(b), 45
,.^^r-rril:^- /E^,,,r 

^^^^.t,!niriac 
grnte.tion of Riohts and-FUll

and 59 of the Persons with Disabilities (Equal O

Participation) AcI, 1995, specifically provides E-ven state governments shall prepare

scheme which shall make provision for the removal of
a comprehensive education scheme wnlch snall ma
irchitectural barriers from schools, colleges or other institutions imparting vocational

)

and professional training.

n Section 45 of the Act also requires that the approPrSate governments and-the
|l i-"J 

"ut-rt".ities 
shall providi for ramps in public buildings, adaPtation of-

toitets for wheelchair users, braille symboli and auditory signals in elevators.

tr section 59 of the Act mandates the chief commissioner for persons with

'l ai"ililiti.= on his own motion or on aPplication of any aggrieved person or
otherwise to look into the complaints inter-alia with respect to matters relating
to deprivation of rights of persons with disabilities'

LokamanyaTilakargued:vatidcriticismofbureaucracYdoesnot
amount io criticism-of state and the role and iob of iournalists.

Fight Corruption and Corrupt People
. Demand AccountabilitY and TransparencY
. Defend Whistle'blowers and RTI Activists
. Reclaim democracY
. Remember, Politics and Corruption is the first resort of

India's scoundrels
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