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Chicf Secreln Office

in Suo
upreme Court dated 19.05.2026 passed in S

UNDED BY STRAYS, KIDS PAY PI'UCE 3
vocate on Record vide email date

Please peruse the order of the Hon’ ble S
Moto Writ Petition No. 5/2025, (RE: “CITY HO
alongwith other connected matters, communicated by the Ad
20.05.2026 and forwarded to the concerned departments.
- In the present matter, the Hon'ble Supreme Court has taken suo

news report published in The Times of India, Delhi Edition, titled “City Hounded by Strays,
Kids Pay Price”.

The Hon’ble Supreme Court vide detailed order dated 20.05.2026, inter-alia observed
and directed as follows.

.moto cognizance ofa

“108. In view of the aforesaid, this Court deems it appropriate to issue the Jollowing

directions:

A. The States and Union Territories shall fortinvith take decisive, coordinated and
time-bound steps for enhancing and augmenting the infrastructure necessary Jor
effective implementation of the Animal Birth Control framework, including the
expansion of sterilisation and vaccination capacity, strengthening of existing
Jacilities, and creation of additional institutional mechanisms conmensurate with
the scale and urgency of the issue.

B. The States and Union Territories shall ensure the establishment of at least one
Jully fimetional Animal Birth Control Centre in each district, duly equipped with
requisite veterinary infrastructure, trained persomel, surgical facilities and
supporting logistics, so as to enable the systematic, continuous and largescale
implementation of sterilisation and vaccination programmes. Such centres shall
be made operational in a time-bound manner and shall function with adequate
capacity to address the local population of stray dogs, with proper record-keeping,
monitoring and periodic reporting fo ensure effective and sustained
implementation of the Animal Birth Control framework. It is firther directed that,
having regard to the population density and territorial extent of each district, the
concerned departments of the States and Union Territories shall take an
appropriate decision with respect to the expansion of the number of Animal Birth
Control Centres, wherever necessary, so as to ensture effective coverage and
implementation of the Animal Birth Control framework ) -
C. The concerned departments/anthorities of the States and Union Territories shall
' take all necessary measures to implement the directions issued by this C:ourl, and
/ shall ensure that the same are carried out in letter as 1.vell as in spirit, without any
delay or dilution, and shall also strictly comply w:l{z {he .S:tm:dard Operating
Procedures issued by the Animal Welfare Board of India in this regard.
D. The concerned deparlmenls/amhormes of the .S"tates and Union Terrftorxes: as well
) as the Union of India (in respect of public areas/space.s. Jalling w:{)’:m its
jurisdiction). shall take an informed and ‘reasoned decision rega{-dmg the
rension of the directions issued _by !{ns .Court_ to other _pszllc spaces
ex ised by high footfall and public utility, including but not limited to places
clxaracl(erls n Zgafion and transit, having due regard to the necessity of ensuring
of et f}o eg;ure environment for public at large. Such decision shall be taken
a safe an seﬁd assessment of grownd realities, risk to public safety, and the
upon S c;z ;arm‘e of such spaces, and shall be implemented in a time-bound and
Sumel'® d manner so as o ensure uniformity and effectiveness in enforcement.
coordinate 4 Union Territories shall undertake comprehensive capacity-building
E. TheStates an Iuding training of personmel, augmeniation of veterinary services,
measures, MEC gc:‘nau‘ou drives and creation of adequate shelter facilities, in

ing of vac /
strenglhen’e "Ch yelevant departments and agencies.

Amation wi - :
coordinalio” " Union Territories shall also ensure adequate availability of anti-

tes an . nt medical facilities, and
F. The Sta 1d immunoglobulin in all Governme ' |
rabies vaccines al : ‘
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: eal with cases
shall put in place effective public health response mechanisms fo d

formulate and implement a comprehensive and tim

7 { II]ig]I"'m
"ay a”’e a"d Oﬂw ﬂ”""a]s on .Na"o‘na :
L'SSI‘ng ”le prescnce QfS”a_} (4 I f ’. : . ’

and National Expressways, including the deployment .
vehicles for the safe handling and relocation of stray cattle and other m{z{i;a/& 0"3
the creation or earmarking of appropriate holding and shelter Jacilities, an
entering into appropriate arvangements with animal welfare organisatiols,
gaushalas, and other competent agencies for their safe handllrfg and relocation.
The NHAI shall also establish an effective monitoring and coordination  franiework
lo ensure continous oversight and prompt response in such maifers. ]

H. In areas where the population of stray dogs has assumed alarming proportions
and where incidents of dog bites or aggressive attacks have become frequent and
Ppose a continuing threat to public safety, the concerned authorities may, subﬂ.:ct
to due assessment by qualified veterinary experts and strictly in accordance with
the provisions of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960, the Animal Birth
Control Rules, 2023 and other applicable statutory protocols, take such neasures

as may be legally permissible, including euthanasia in cases involving rabid,
incurably ill or demonstrably dangerousfaggressive dogs, so as fo effectively curb
the threal posed to human life and safety.

1. It is made emphatically clear that the officers and officials of the municipal
authorities, Panchayati Raj institutions, local bodies and the concerned
departments of the States and Union Territories, autonomous bodies/institutions
and the persons in-charge of all other institutions, i.e., schools, colleges, hospitals,
elc., who are entrusted with the implementation of the directions issued by this
Court, shall be entitled to due protection for acts performed by thent in good faith
and in bona fide discharge of their official duties and compliences carried out
pursuant to the present order and the earlier orders passed by this Cowrt in the
presemt proceedings. Accordingly, no First Information Report, criminal
complaint or coercive proceedings shall ordinarily be initiated against such
officers or officials in respect of actions bona fide undertaken for the purpose of
implementing the directions issued by this Court, save and except where a prima
facie case of mala fides, gross abuse of authority or actions wholly dehors the
directions issued by this Court is made out. if necessary, the High Court in seisin
of the continuing mandamus in ferms of the present order shall be at liberty to pass
appropriate orders to preven! Jrivolous, vexatious or malicious proceedings
against such officers or officials. ) )

109. The concerned authorities of the Stales and Union .Temraries, the National
Highways Authority of India, as wgll as the Union 9f India sI.JaII ensure strict and
faithful compliance with the directions issued by this Court vide orders dated 22
August, 2025 and 7" November, 2025, in addition to the directions contained in the

resent order, and shall (ake all necessary measures to ensure that tlxe_ same are
implen en!eddl_;ﬁ;e_c"""eb" in a coordinated and timebound manner, without any
de;’a’;n ‘:::-Ilnzilaa monitoring exercise by this Court, in respect of day-to-day
e I pce swould not only be administratively burdensome and time-intensive, but
copip s { achieve the degree of responsiveness and efficacy that the sifuation
may also ’g the other hand, entrusting the High Courts with the responsibility of
d e"".md‘f' “ uld ensure closer engagement with local conditions, timely corrective
monitoring o d more effective enforcement of the directions issued, while also
interv .enttO" a”-mulalian of context-sensitive measures suited to the peculiar needs of
enabling lheJ:t::i region. In this backdrop, and with a view to securing effective,

each' ls'ztngti' ;zd result-oriented implementation of the orders passed by this Court, the

contint - Al
. 7 ns are given. .

JSollowing d’reftt;{;ose ofgongoing compliance and monitoring, all High Cowrls are

A For r,h;]:o register a suo niolto writ petition, in the name and style of: “In Re:

directe

liance with he directions Issued by the Supreme Court in Stuo Motu Writ
Compii

2
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Petition (Civil) No(s). 5 of 2025", as a continuing maz;!a.m:;;‘.’ é/(% ;;”(”,’/’! ugﬂsf
compliance with the directions issued by this Court vide oraers o raied in the
2025 and 7th November, 2025, in addition to the directions ¢ onble. taken
present order, and the same shall be placed before an d, as far as prac '

up by a Division Bench of the concerned High Court. )

B. I{IJm)chisny of this Cou{l is directed to forthwith transmit a copy of the pr fl"';; ;’
order, as well as the orders dated 11th August, 2025, 22nd August, 2025 and 7%
November, 2025, to the Reglstrar Generals of all the Jjurisdictional High Courts,
Jor the purpose of ensuring effective compliance, implementation and monitoring
of the directions issued therein,

C. While ensuring full compliance with the divections Issued by this Cour, the
concerned Bench of the High Court shall be at liberty to expand or tallor the scope
of such directions, as may be necessary to address local conditions and exigencies,

gimou: in any manmer diluting the tenor and intent of the directions issued by this
ourt,

D. Itis made clear that any continued failure or deliberate non-compliance with the
directions issued by this Court, including the directions contained in the orders
dated 22™ August, 2025, 7" November, 2025 and the present order,_shall render
the erring officials of the municlpal department, administrative authorities and the
officials of the concerned departments_of the States and Union Territories liable
fo_appropriate_proceedings in_accordance with lav. The_ jurisdictional Higl
Courts, while undertaking the monitoring exercise in terms of the present order,
shall be fully empowered to_take appropriate action, including_initiation_of
contempt proceedings, against the erying officials responstble for non-compliance,

inaction or wilfil disregard of the directions issued by this Court,

L. The Chief Secretaries and the Secretaries of the relevant departments of all the
States and Union Territories shall file thelr updated affidavits of compliance
hefore the respective jurisdictional High Courts on or before 7" Aupust, 2026,
Likewise, the Union of India and the National Higinvays Authority of India shall
also file their respective affidavits of compliance before the jurisdictional High
Courts, in_relation fo areas falling within_their respective domain, within the
aforesaid period, clearly indicating the measures undertaken in compliance with
the directions issued by this Conrt, : .

I The Registry of this Cowrt is directed to forthwith transmit the records of ail
transferred cases/applications 1o the respective jurisdictional High Courts, and
the matters so transmitted shall be appropriately tagged and heard along with the
suo mofto writ petition to be registered by the High Courts in terms of Direction

‘A) above. :

G g'lfe High Couwrts, through their respective Registrars General, shall compile and
Jorward a consolidated report to this Court every four months, sunmmarising the
status of compliance by States and Union Territories, the progress achieved, best
praclices identified, and persistent gaps requlring policy or judicial intervention.
The first such consolidated report shall be placed on r(;’cord before this Court at
Jeast one week prior (o the next date of hearing, i.e., 17" November, 2026.

112. The Registry is directed to fortlnwith transmit a copy of lln‘s. order to the Chief
) taries of all States and Union Territories, as well as to the Union of India through

gt istry of Health and Family Welfare and the National Highways Authority of

g M oy ));sm'e due compliance with the directions issued herein. 113. In order to

India, 1o e; aity, clarity and effective monitoring of compliance with the directions

ensure.th J]‘?nCo}z’;rl all States and Union Territories 129 are directed lo Sfurnish their

isswed by this y avils before the jurisdictional High Court in the prescribed format
compHancs % ;o as Annexure titled “Compliance Reporting Format (States/Union
aI’P"’; ;‘1 g;i;",’," ed,,[y filled in with complete and accurate particulars, along with

Terriforics » = * necessary.

supporting? mater '”,I,;ﬁmg;fvfr%h Naw;lynber, 2026, for receiving the consolidated

114. List the mas 10 be forwarded by the High Couris through their respective

’ ! . "
eG’eL;f;cr"aI and for further directions.
3

Registrars

T chnical Educatlon (Computer No. 1461644)
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The Hon'ble Supreme Court has directed all the concerned authorities of the States to
ensure strict and faithful compliance of the directions issued vide orders dated 22.08.2(.)25,
07.11.2025 as well as the present order dated 19.05,2026 effectively, ina coordinated and time
bound manner, without any deviation or dilution. It is further clarified that, any continued
failure or deliberate non-compliance with the directions issued by the Hon’ble Court, shall
render the erring officials liable to appropriate proceedings in accordance with law.

Considering the detailed directions of the Hon’ble Supreme Court, the order dated
19.05.2026 may be forwarded to all the concerned departments with direction to go through

the detailed order for effective action and compliance on their part, including filing of the
updated affidavit of compliance in stipulated time.

-t
-

As the direction has been issued to the Chief Secretary as well, to file updated affidavit,
all the concerned departments may be directed to submit a copy of Action Taken Report

/Affidavit of the department to the Animal Husbandry Department on or before 10.07.2026,
without fail.

The Animal Husbandry Department may be directed to call information/action taken
report from the additional departments also (if required), take follow-up with the concerned
departments, compile the action taken reports of all the departments and submit a consolidated
draft compliance affidavit for approval of the Chief Secretary on or before 24.07.2026

positively, following procedure prescribed in the Government Circular dated 06.11,2017,
issued by the Law and Judiciary Department.

Submitted for Approval. J‘e
@iwn =To51%8
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